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IELTS		
Reading	and	Listening		
Model	Answer	Booklet	

This	booklet	provides	explanations	for	the	IELTS	Reading	and	Listening	sections,	highlighting	key	areas	
and	offering	detailed	explanations	to	help	learners	understand	how	answers	were	derived.	It's	designed	
to	aid	in	preparation	for	the	IELTS	test,	following	the	structure	of	the	provided	transcripts	and	correct	
answers.	This	is	for	use	with	Atomic	Academia’s	IELTS	Level	Check,	a	free	tool	to	estimate	your	IELTS	
level.	

Scoring	Table	
PERCENTAGE	 POINTS/SCORE	 IELTS	BAND	

SCORE	
CEFR	LEVEL	 DESCRIPTION	

90-100%	 20-22	 9	 C2	 Expert		
75-89%	 17-19	 8.5	-	8	 C1	 Very	good		
60-74%	 14-16	 8	 C1	 Very	good		
50-59%	 11-13	 7.5	 B2+	 Good		
40-49%	 9-10	 7	 B2	 Good		
30-39%	 7-8	 6.5	 B2	 Competent		
20-29%	 5-6	 6	 B1	 Competent		
10-19%	 3-4	 5.5	 B1	 Modest		
0-9%	 0-2	 Below	5	 A2/B1	 Limited		

	

IELTS	Reading	Section	Explained	

Passage:		

“In	the	realm	of	quantum	physics,	the	principle	of	superposition	posits	that	particles	ca	exist	in	
multiple	states	simultaneously,	only	settling	into	a	single	state	upon	observation.	This	notion	
challenges	the	classical	physics	perspective,	which	dictates	that	particles	have	definite	states	at	all	
times.	The	implications	of	superposition	extend	beyond	the	microscopic,	influencing	our	
understanding	of	the	universe	and	the	very	fabric	of	reality.	Quantum	entanglement,	a	
phenomenon	closely	related	to	superposition,	further	complicates	matters	by	suggesting	that	
particles	can	be	intrinsically	linked,	with	the	state	of	one	instantaneously	affecting	the	state	of	
another,	regardless	of	the	distance	separating	them.	These	principles	have	paved	the	way	for	
quantum	computing,	promising	computational	speeds	unfathomable	with	today’s	technology.	Yet,	
they	also	pose	philosophical	questions	about	the	nature	of	reality,	observation,	and	the	limits	of	
human	knowledge.		
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Passage	Description:	 	

The	passage	discusses	the	concepts	of	superposition	and	entanglement	in	quantum	physics,	contrasting	
them	with	classical	physics.	It	highlights	the	revolutionary	implications	of	these	principles	for	our	
understanding	of	the	universe,	the	potential	for	quantum	computing,	and	the	philosophical	questions	
they	raise	about	reality	and	human	knowledge.	

Reading	Comprehension	

Question	1:	
What	is	the	main	point	of	the	passage?	

Correct	Answer:	The	principle	of	superposition	challenges	classical	physics	by	suggesting	particles	can	
exist	in	multiple	states.	

Explanation:	The	passage	introduces	superposition	as	a	fundamental	principle	that	diverges	from	
classical	physics'	assertion	of	definite	particle	states,	thus	emphasizing	the	revolutionary	shift	in	
understanding	particle	behaviour	at	the	quantum	level.	

Question	2		
How	does	the	principle	of	superposition	differ	from	classical	physics	perspectives?	

Correct	Answer:	It	suggests	particles	settle	into	a	single	state	only	upon	observation	unlike	the	definite	
states	posited	by	classical	physics.	

Explanation:	Superposition's	main	divergence	from	classical	physics	lies	in	the	concept	that	particles	
exist	in	all	possible	states	simultaneously	until	observed,	a	stark	contrast	to	the	classical	view	of	fixed	
states.	

Question	3	
What	implication	does	quantum	entanglement	have	on	particles	according	to	the	passage?	

Correct	Answer:	It	suggests	that	the	state	of	one	particle	can	instantly	affect	the	state	of	another	
irrespective	of	distance.	

Explanation:	Quantum	entanglement	introduces	the	idea	that	particles	can	be	connected	in	such	a	way	
that	the	state	of	one	can	instantaneously	influence	another,	regardless	of	the	spatial	distance,	challenging	
conventional	notions	of	causality	and	correlation.	
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Question	4	
Which	of	the	following	best	reflects	a	philosophical	question	raised	by	the	principles	mentioned	in	the	

passage?	

Correct	Answer:	How	does	observation	influence	the	state	of	particles?	

Explanation:	The	passage	raises	philosophical	inquiries	into	the	nature	of	reality	and	observation,	
particularly	highlighting	how	the	act	of	observing	a	particle	can	determine	its	state,	a	concept	that	
challenges	our	conventional	understanding	of	objectivity	and	reality.	

	

Part	II:	Vocabulary	and	Grammar	

Question	1	
Choose	the	word	that	best	completes	the	sentence:	

"In	a	world	beset	by	obfuscation,	her	writing	shines	with	an	unparalleled	________	that	cuts	through	the	dense	fog	of	
ambiguity."	

Correct	Answer:	Lucidity	
Explanation:	Lucidity	means	clarity	in	expression,	making	it	the	appropriate	choice	for	a	sentence	
highlighting	the	ability	to	cut	through	ambiguity.	

	
Question	2	

What	does	the	idiom	'to	play	devil's	advocate'	mean	in	this	context?	
"Although	I	agree	with	the	general	consensus,	I	will	play	devil's	advocate	in	order	to	explore	all	possible	outcomes	of	the	

decision."	

Correct	Answer:	To	present	an	alternative	argument	for	the	sake	of	discussion	
Explanation:	Playing	devil's	advocate	involves	arguing	a	contrary	position	or	viewpoint	to	explore	all	
sides	of	a	discussion,	not	necessarily	one	the	speaker	agrees	with.	

Question	3	
Choose	the	correct	form	of	the	verb	to	complete	the	sentence:	
"By	the	time	we	arrived,	the	performance	________	already	________."	

Correct	Answer:	had	begun	
Explanation:	The	correct	past	perfect	tense	is	needed	here	to	indicate	that	the	performance	started	
before	the	speakers	arrived.	

	 	



	

2024	©	Atomic	Academia	–	IELTS.atomicacademia.com	

	

Question	4	
Fill	in	the	blanks	with	the	correct	form	of	the	words	in	parentheses:	

"Despite	the	__________	(comprehensive)	research	conducted	on	the	topic,	certain	aspects	remain	__________	(elude)	to	
scientists,	underscoring	the	complexity	of	the	subject	matter."	

Correct	Answer:	comprehensive,	elusive	
Explanation:	"Comprehensive"	research	that	still	leaves	some	aspects	"elusive"	indicates	thorough	
investigation	yet	some	parts	remain	hard	to	grasp	or	define.	

Question	5	
Choose	the	option	that	correctly	completes	the	sentence:	

"Had	the	team	anticipated	the	technological	constraints	earlier,	they	________	a	more	feasible	solution."	

Correct	Answer:	would	have	devised	
Explanation:	This	conditional	sentence	structure	indicates	a	hypothetical	situation	in	the	past,	requiring	
the	use	of	"would	have"	plus	the	past	participle.	
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IELTS	Listening	Section	Explained	

Part	3:	Single	Speaker	

Dr.	Amina	Rajani	discusses	the	theme	of	"Innovation	in	the	Face	of	Crisis:	A	Global	Perspective,"	
highlighting	how	challenges	such	as	environmental	disasters	and	health	crises	have	spurred	innovation	
across	various	sectors,	including	technology	and	healthcare.	The	speech	underscores	the	importance	of	
international	cooperation	and	a	collaborative	ecosystem	for	innovation	to	flourish.	

Key	Points	Highlighted:	

• Innovation	during	crises	

• Examples	from	the	renewable	energy	sector	and	healthcare	

• Importance	of	international	cooperation	

Question	1	
What	is	the	primary	focus	of	Dr.	Rajani's	speech?	

Correct	Answer:	The	importance	of	international	cooperation	in	innovation.	
Explanation:	Dr.	Rajani's	speech	centers	on	the	necessity	of	global	collaboration	to	drive	innovation,	
particularly	in	responding	to	crises.	

Question	2	
According	to	Dr.	Rajani,	how	have	Scandinavian	tech	startups	contributed	to	environmental	

sustainability?	

Correct	Answer:	Through	the	development	of	AI-driven	renewable	energy	solutions.	
Explanation:	The	speech	highlights	Scandinavian	startups'	role	in	advancing	renewable	energy	through	
artificial	intelligence,	contributing	to	environmental	sustainability.	

Question	3	
What	does	Dr.	Rajani	suggest	is	necessary	for	innovation	to	thrive?	

Correct	Answer:	A	collaborative	ecosystem	across	borders	and	sectors.	
Explanation:	Dr.	Rajani	emphasizes	that	innovation	flourishes	in	an	environment	fostered	by	
international	cooperation	and	interdisciplinary	collaboration.	
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Part	4:	Group	Conversation	

The	conversation	involves	Maddie,	Oliver,	and	Sophie	discussing	innovations	in	sustainable	living,	with	a	
focus	on	vertical	farming	and	community-based	renewable	energy	projects.	They	explore	the	potential	
benefits,	challenges,	and	future	perspectives	of	these	innovations.	

Key	Points	Highlighted:	

• Vertical	farming	and	its	impact	on	reducing	land	use	and	water	consumption.	

• Community-based	renewable	energy	projects	and	their	role	in	promoting	sustainability	and	
community	bonds.	

• The	challenges	and	future	outlook	for	these	innovations.	

Question	1	
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Question	2

	
Explanation:	The	conversation	explores	innovative	sustainable	living	solutions,	acknowledging	both	

their	potential	and	the	hurdles	they	face,	such	as	initial	costs	and	regulatory	challenges.	

Question	3	
What	is	the	primary	benefit	of	vertical	farming	systems	as	discussed	by	Oliver?	

Correct	Answer:	They	use	less	land	and	water.	
Explanation:	Oliver's	discussion	about	vertical	farming	shines	a	light	on	its	resource	efficiency,	
highlighting	it	as	a	prime	solution	for	addressing	the	challenges	of	urban	agriculture.	By	utilizing	vertical	
space,	these	systems	drastically	reduce	the	footprint	of	farming	operations,	conserving	land	and	
significantly	lowering	water	usage	through	controlled	environments.	This	makes	vertical	farming	not	
only	a	sustainable	alternative	but	also	a	necessary	innovation	for	the	future	of	urban	food	production.	
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Question	4	
According	to	Sophie,	what	makes	community-based	renewable	energy	projects	unique?	

Correct	Answer:	They	strengthen	community	bonds.	
Explanation:	Sophie	emphasizes	the	unique	social	benefit	of	community-based	renewable	energy	
projects,	which	lies	in	their	ability	to	forge	stronger	connections	among	community	members.	These	
projects	require	collective	effort	and	cooperation,	fostering	a	sense	of	ownership	and	shared	purpose.	By	
involving	the	community	directly	in	the	production	of	renewable	energy,	such	initiatives	not	only	
contribute	to	sustainability	goals	but	also	enhance	social	cohesion,	demonstrating	the	multifaceted	value	
of	community-led	environmental	efforts.	

Question	5	
Maddie’s	Perspective	on	Sustainability	

What	can	be	inferred	about	Maddie’s	perspective	on	sustainability?	

Correct	Answer:	She	values	the	social	aspects	of	sustainability	efforts.	
Explanation:	Throughout	the	group	conversation,	Maddie	consistently	emphasizes	the	importance	of	the	
community	and	social	engagement	in	sustainable	practices.	Her	inquiries	and	comments	suggest	that	
sustainability	is	not	merely	an	environmental	or	technological	challenge	but	also	a	social	one.	By	valuing	
the	social	aspects,	Maddie	highlights	the	need	for	sustainability	efforts	to	foster	community	bonds,	
encourage	active	participation,	and	build	a	sense	of	collective	responsibility	and	belonging	among	
individuals	and	groups.	

Question	6	
Common	Theme	in	Challenges	

Analyze	the	challenges	mentioned	for	vertical	farming	and	community	energy	projects.	What	common	theme	can	be	
identified?	

Correct	Answer:	Both	require	significant	initial	investment.	
Explanation:	A	key	challenge	shared	by	both	vertical	farming	and	community-based	renewable	energy	
projects,	as	discussed	by	Oliver	and	Sophie,	is	the	requirement	for	substantial	initial	investment.	This	
challenge	encompasses	not	just	the	financial	outlay	needed	to	start	these	projects	but	also	the	resources	
required	to	overcome	regulatory,	technological,	and	infrastructural	hurdles.	Despite	the	promising	
potential	of	these	innovations	to	revolutionize	sustainability	practices,	the	initial	cost	barrier	poses	a	
significant	obstacle	that	must	be	navigated	carefully	to	ensure	the	successful	implementation	and	
scalability	of	such	solutions.	
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Question	7	
Combined	Vision	for	the	Future	of	Sustainable	Living	

Considering	the	future	perspectives	shared	by	Oliver	and	Sophie,	which	1	p	of	the	following	statements	best	reflects	a	
combined	vision	for	the	future	of	sustainable	living?	

Correct	Answer:	Innovations	will	become	more	accessible	and	supported	by	policies	leading	to	broader	
adoption.	
Explanation:	The	future	perspectives	shared	by	Oliver	and	Sophie	converge	on	an	optimistic	vision	
where	sustainable	innovations	are	not	only	technologically	advanced	and	economically	viable	but	also	
widely	supported	by	comprehensive	policies.	This	vision	encompasses	a	future	where	barriers	to	entry,	
such	as	high	initial	costs	and	regulatory	challenges,	are	mitigated	through	advancements	in	technology,	
reductions	in	costs,	and	the	development	of	supportive	legal	frameworks.	The	anticipated	result	is	a	
broader	adoption	of	sustainable	practices	that	are	accessible	to	all	sectors	of	society,	facilitating	a	
transition	towards	more	sustainable	living	environments	that	are	inclusive,	equitable,	and	beneficial	for	
communities	and	the	planet	alike.	

	


